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Abstract

Objectives: The study was conducted to identify the factors affecting agricultural sustainability in
Meshkinshahr. For this purpose, first using theoretical principles to identify and categorize the factors affecting
the factors affecting agricultural sustainability and then using the identified indicators, the effective factors
were examined.

Materials and Methods: First, complete and comprehensive review of domestic and foreign literature was
conducted and based on it, a researcher-made questionnaire was developed as the main research tool. The
statistical population of the study is farmers of Meshkinshahr city and sampling has been done by simple
random method. The number of statistical samples using Cochran's formula was 377 which was distributed
among farmers in the 2009-2010 crop year. Also, the reliability and validity of the guestionnaire designed
based on Cronbach's alpha and factor loading test are evaluated. The relationship between sustainability and
sustainability indices in agriculture with structural equations was investigated.

Results: Results: The results of confirmatory factor analysis showed that all of the 75 items had two items
with a factor load of less than 0.5 and were removed from the questionnaire, but the rest of the items had a
factor load of more than 0.5, also in the study of the effect of different indicators on stability. Agriculture The
results show that effective indicators include; Individual characteristics, including income, education, age and
other variables that affect the latent variable of individual characteristics of farmers in the form of Likert
spectrum, and in examining the effect of different indicators, show that individual characteristics with an
impact factor of 0.099 on agricultural sustainability at level one Percentages have a significant impact. On the
other hand, the variable of economic factors with a coefficient of impact of 0.077 at the level of one percent,
has a significant and positive effect. The variable of socio-cultural factors also has a positive and significant
effect with an impact factor of 0.971 at the level of one percent. Also, the variable of political factors with an
impact factor of 0.964, the variable of environmental factors with an impact factor of 0.912, the variable of
managerial factors with an impact factor of 0.132 and the variable of promotional-educational factors with an
impact factor of 0.961, at the level of one percent. They are positive and meaningful.

Conclusion: Therefore, the results show that the studied indicators in individual, economic, socio-cultural,
political, educational and promotional, environmental and managerial dimensions are effective on agricultural
sustainability.

Keywords: Sustainable Agriculture, Factors Affecting Sustainability, Meshkinshahr County, Confirmatory
Factor Analysis
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3 Tropical forest biome
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